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6 October 1993

Washington DC

USDA A WARDEES. Joined by Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy and singer Willie Nelson on
the Washington Mall, 1 recently had the pleasure of attending a ceremony honoring the U.S.
Department of Agriculture most outstanding employees of the year, including several South
Texans. I believe USDA's employees are among the best we have in government. They are
dedicated to their jobs and to our country, and I am particularly proud of those from South Texas.
From Texas were USDA employees from Weslaco, Alice and Mission. Edgar G. King,
based at the USDA Agricultural Research Service facility in Weslaco, was named one of USDA's
Outstanding Scientists of the Year. In Alice, the staff of the USDA Soil Conservation Service,
recognized for outstanding assistance to the people of South Texas in developing conservation
programs, included Lee R. Wright Jr., Kelly M. Black, Ricardo Mireles Jr., Douglas E. Sharer,
Alan W. Moore, Larry D. Flanders, Juan Renteria, Elia H. Larson, Janet L. Williams and Jerry
M. Turrentine. In Mission, employees with USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
aircraft section were honored for development and use of advanced technology to support
agricultural activities. They included Timothy J. Roland, Jesus M. Garza, Baldemar Gonzalez,
Thomas C. Hyde, Julian Peralez Jr., Bruce D. Radsick, Gilberto D. Rodriguez Jr., Billy F. Tanner
and James R. Wallingford. Also recognized as APHIS employees were Phillip A. Pickerill of
Austin and Beatrice V. Thompson of Brownsville.
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•

•

VETERANS ADMINISTRATION ADDS FOUR MORE AGENT ORANGE MALADIES TO
BENEFITS. As many as 5,000 Vietnam veterans who suffer from three types of respiratory
cancer as well as a bone marrow cancer related to exposure to Agent Orange can now claim
benefits, the Veterans Administration notified me this week. This is a right and proper decision,
which follows the addition of Hodgkin's Disease and a skin-blistering condition known as
porphyria cutanea tarda to the list of such maladies, which I had mentioned to you in my August
5 newsletter. The disorders that have just been added are lung, larynx and trachea cancer, and
multiple myeloma, a cancer involving bone marrow.
This addition is important because it helps answer questions that Vietnam veterans and
their families have long had about Agent Orange exposure, and they bring us a step closer to
resolving this issue. The ruling will give veterans an estimated $350 million in benefits over the
next five years and comes after a National Academy of Sciences study conducted for the VA and
after VA Secretary Jesse Brown initiated a task force to look at the maladies and their relation
to Agent Orange. That task force has initiated an upgrading of the computerized index of
Vietnam veterans to more quickly identify veterans who can be helped, has proposed the creation
of an independent organization to further study herbicide exposure in Vietnam veterans, and has
recommended that existing study procedures be expanded while not requiring extensive in-person
medical examinations. For more information about the addition, you can call my D.C. office at
(202) 225-2531 or the VA National Information line at 1-800-827-1000.
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH. Domestic violence is a crime that kills as
many as 4,000 women each year and sends another 100,000 to the hospital--a rate of injury to
women that exceeds that of auto accidents and muggings combined. That is why I am cosponsoring House Resolution 178 designating this October and October of 1994 as Domestic
Violence Awareness Months, to help educate the public about this problem and send a message
of hope and empowerment to the millions of women and children victimized in their homes.
From improving awareness and attitudes to increasing space and staffmg for women's shelters,
there is much that this resolution and other efforts can accomplish.
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WHITE HOUSE FElLOWSHIPS, General Colin L. Powell, Housing and Urban Development
Secretary Henry Cisneros, CNN President Tom Johnson, Congresswoman Lynn Schenk, Admiral
Charles L. Larson: These are all leaders who at one time in their beginnings were White House
Fellows. The annual White House Fellowships, which since 1964 have brought together talented
men and women to share their knowledge and cultivate their talents, are once again seeking
applications from individuals with an interest in public service. Fellows act as special assistants
to Cabinet members and are able to work side by side with the department's highest public
officials, writing speeches, helping review and draft legislation, answer congressional inquiries,
chair meetings and other duties. Fellows come from all backgrounds -- law, medicine, business,
teaching, science. I highly encourage anyone interested in the fellowship to get an application by
writing the President's Commission on White House Fellowships, 712 Jackson Place, NW,
Washington, D.C. 20503, or by calling (202) 395-4522. The application deadline is December

I, 1993.
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CARBON MONOXIDE AWARENESS WEEK. Recently the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC) observed "Carbon Monoxide Awareness Week" to educate the public about
the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning, and its efforts have kicked off a larger goal of
addressing the hazard year-round. Carbon monoxide is produced by burning any fuel, so any
fuel-burning appliance is a potential source of carbon monoxide

00

in 1989, nearly 300 people

died in their homes from carbon monoxide poisoning associated with residential appliances. Some
guidelines to prevent carbon monoxide poisoning include having your home heating system and
chimney inspected annually, and installing at least one carbon monoxide detector outside the
bedrooms, which can sound an alarm before the carbon monoxide level in your house becomes
hazardous. Carbon monoxide is truly a senseless killer. You can't see it, smell it or taste it, so
often people don't know they are being poisoned. For more information, contact at CPSC at (301)
504-0580.
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